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SUBJECT:  UPDATE  ON  ASEAN  RESPONSE  TO  BURMA  DISASTER 


IQ.  (SBU)  Summary.  According  to  officials  at  the  ASEAN  Secretariat, 
most  of  the  members  of  ASEAN's  Emergency  Rapid  Assessment  Team 
(ERAT)  are  now  on  the  ground  in  Rangoon.  On  May  16,  the  ASEAN  ERAT 
met  with  Burmese  officials  to  request  permission  to  enter  affected 
areas.  The  Government  of  Burma  (GOB)  approved  the  request  and  will 
take  the  ERAT  to  several  affected  areas  on  May  17,  according  to  our 
contacts  at  the  Secretariat.  The  team  will  report  their  findings  to 
the  ASEAN  Foreign  Ministers  at  their  emergency  meeting  in  Singapore 
on  May  19.  ASEAN  continues  to  favor  coordinating  closely  with  the 
GOB  rather  than  applying  strong  pressure.  End  Summary. 

ERAT  arrives  in  Rangoon 


%2 . (SBU)  According  to  officials  at  the  ASEAN  Secretariat,  five  of 
the  seven  members  of  the  ASEAN  ERAT  team  are  on  the  ground  in 
Rangoon.  The  Secretariat  expects  the  remaining  members  to  arrive  on 
May  16.  ERAT  is  coordinating  with  GOB  officials  and  other  relief 
agencies,  primarily  the  United  Nations  Disaster  Assessment  and 
Coordination  (UNDAC)  team,  to  assess  critical  needs  in  areas 
affected  by  the  cyclone.  The  team  consists  of  experts  from  Brunei, 
Singapore,  Malaysia,  the  Philippines,  Thailand,  and  the  ASEAN 
Secretariat.  On  May  16,  the  ERAT  met  with  GOB  officials  to  request 
permission  to  enter  the  areas  impacted  by  the  cyclone.  According  to 
our  contacts  at  the  ASEAN  Secretariat,  the  GOB  approved  their 
request  and  will  take  the  ERAT  to  the  affected  regions  on  May  17. 

The  GOB  had  not  previously  granted  any  foreign  nationals  access  to 
affected  areas,  according  to  ASEAN  officials.  They  note  that  UNDAC 
teams  in  Rangoon  have  been  relying  on  local  UN  staff  to  conduct 
assessments.  Once  in  affected  regions,  ERAT  will  gauge  areas  where 
ASEAN  can  make  the  most  significant  contribution  to  the  relief 


effort . 


ERAT  to  report  conditions  to  ASEAN  Foreign  Ministers 


13.  (SBU)  ASEAN  Secretary  General  Surin  Pitsuwan  will  report  on 
ERAT ' s findings  at  the  Emergency  Meeting  of  the  ASEAN  Foreign 
Ministers  in  Singapore  on  May  19.  ASEAN  continues  to  favor  close 
coordination  with  the  GOB  rather  than  applying  strong  pressure  on 
the  military  junta,  according  to  Secretariat  officials.  However, 
recent  press  statements  from  Secretary  General  Surin  reveal  a 
growing  frustration  with  Burmese  resistance  to  accepting  assistance. 

ASEAN  Secretariat  officials  are  closely  coordinating  with  the 
disaster  relief  focal  points  in  each  of  the  member  countries  and 
provide  updates  to  this  network  on  a daily  basis.  Secretariat  staff 
also  post  public  updates  on  the  situation  in  Burma  on  the  ASEAN 
Committee  for  Disaster  Management  website  (acdm-online.net). 
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